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SUBJECT: NEW ESTIMATES ON EXTENT OF EMERGENCY FOOD NEED IN LAOS 
REF: A VIENTIANE 1244, B VIENTIANE 1245 

1 . THE RESIDENT WFP OFFICIAL IN VIENTIANE TOLD US 
SEPTEMBER 8 THAT FOLLOWING A CONVERSATION WITH THE UNDP 
RESREP IN VIENTIANE, WHO IS COORDINATING THE RECENT 
EMERGENCY RICE AID APPEAL (REF A, B), HE AND THE RESREP 
JOINTLY SENT A CABLE SEPTEMBER 7 TO THE WFP EMERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE SECTION PLACING THE LPDR'S FOOD AID NEEDS AT 
100,000 METRIC TONS OF RICE AND 60,000 METRIC TONS OF 
WHEAT FLOUR. 

2. THE WFP OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT HE INTENDED TO RE- 
QUEST WFP EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE IN THE AMOUNT OF 3,000 
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TO 4,000 TONS OF RICE AND 500 TONS OF WHEAT FLOUR. HE 
SAID THAT HE SUSPECTED THAT SUCH A LARGE QUANTITY OF 
WHEAT FLOUR FOR LAOS AS 60,000 TONS MIGHT IN FACT BE 
DESTINED FOR USE IN THE SRV OR VY VIETNAMESE TROOPS IN 
LAOS. 

3. COMMENT: THE UN RESREP IS SCHEDULED TO REVISIT THE 
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DROUGHT STRICKEN AREAS IN SOUTHERN LAOS IN THE NEAR 
FUTURE. WITH THE ADVENT OF RAINS, IN THE SOUTHERN REGION 
(AND IN THE VIENTIANE REGION) IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THE 
UNDP RESREP MAY REVISE DOWNWARD THE ORIGINAL REPORT’S 
CONCLUSION THAT LAOS WOULD NEED 367,000 TONS OF RICE 
(REF B). 

4. SINCE THE ORIGINAL REPORT WAS JOINTLY PREPARED BY 
THE UNDP AND THE LAO GOVERNMENT (MINISTRY OF AGRICUL- 
TURE) THE RESREP WILL PRESUMABLY HAVE TO CLEAR ANY 
REVISION IN THE REPORT S FIGURES THROUGH THE LPDR. 

WHILE WE THOUGHT THE 367,000 TON FIGURE WAS HIGH, WE 
BELIEVE THE 100,000 FIGURE MAY TURN OUT TO BE LOW. 
CORCORAN 
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